MAHATMA GANDHI
the evil was too deep to be cured so easily.  On his seventy-
eighth birthday, October 2, 1947, Gandhi said:
With every breath I pray God to give me strength to
quench the flames or remove me from this earth. I,
who staked my life to gain India's independence do not
wish to be a living witness to its destruction.
When last I met him, early in December 1947, I found
him in deep agony and determined to do his utmost to
improve the relations among the communities or die in the
process. He met his death while engaged in this great
work. It is the cross laid on the great-hearted that they
exhaust themselves in sorrow and suffering so that those
who come after them may live in peace and security.
We are too deeply entangled in our own past misdeeds;
we are caught in the web we had ourselves spun according to
the laws of our own twisted ethics. Communal differences
are yet a wound, not a sepsis. But wounds have a tendency
to produce sepsis. If this tendency is to be checked we
must adhere to the ideals for which Gandhi has lived and
died. We must develop self-restraint; we must refrain
from anger and malice, intemperance of thought and
speech, from violence of every kind. It will be the crown
of his life work, if we settle down as good neighbours and
adjust our problems in a spirit of peace and good will. The
way to honour his memory is to accept and adopt his way
of approach, the way of reconciliation and sympathetic
adjustment of all differences.
When the strife of these days is forgotten, Gandhi will
stand out as the great prophet of a moral and spiritual
revolution without which this distracted world will not find
peace. It is said that non-violence is the dream of the wise
while violence is the history of man. It is true that wars
are obvious and dramatic and their results in changing the
course of history are evident and striking. But there is a
struggle which goes on in the minds of men. Its results are
not recorded in the statistics of the killed and the injured.
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